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Descriptive Inventory 
 
MSS 501  KENTUCKY Folklore Record 
 
5 boxes.  80 folders.  1,360 items.  1964-1980.  Originals, photocopies. 
 
1987.188.2 
 
Related collection:  MSS 497 KENTUCKY Folklore Society 
 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY 
 
Founded in 1912 by a group of Kentucky college professors, the Kentucky 
Folklore Society was an unincorporated, non-profit body organized to collect, study and 
preserve the folklore of Kentucky and surrounding areas.  It offered membership to both 
academics and non-professionals.  In 1955, under editor Donald K. Wilgus, the Society 
introduced a quarterly journal, the Kentucky Folklore Record.  The Record’s contents 
consisted primarily of articles on aspects of Kentucky folklore, including its history and 
use in education and creative writing; reports of collection and folklore activities in 
Kentucky and surrounding areas; requests for information; and reviews of folklore 
publications.  The Record was produced mostly by volunteers from the faculty, staff and 
students of Western Kentucky University.  Subscribers included university and public 
libraries as well as individuals in the U.S. and worldwide.  Subscription fees were used 
to fund the publication and other educational activities.  Other funding came from sales 
of special publications under the title Kentucky Folklore Series. 
Editors of the Record who succeeded D.K. Wilgus were: S.P. Rodes (1962); 
Hensley C. Woodbridge (1963-1965); Kenneth and Mary (Washington) Clarke (1965-
1970); and Charles S. Guthrie (1970-1978).  The final editor for the period covered by 
this collection was Camilla A. Collins, who succeeded Charles Guthrie in 1978. 
In 1987, the Kentucky Folklore Record merged with the Southern Folklore 
Quarterly (a product of the University of Florida that had ceased publication in the mid-
1980s) under the title Southern Folklore.  The last issue was published in 2000. 
 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists of correspondence, manuscripts, subscription records 
and financial records relating to the content, editing, publication and management of the 
Kentucky Folklore Record.  The materials date from 1964 to 1980, but the bulk of the 
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collection was created during the editorships of Kenneth Clarke and Mary (Washington) 
Clarke (1965-1970) and their successor Charles S. Guthrie (1970-1978). 
 Box 1 contains general editorial correspondence with subscribers, actual and 
prospective contributors and book reviewers, and other interested parties.  The subjects 
are mostly routine matters such as offers to exchange publications, requests for back 
issues or other Society publications, inquiries about Society membership, cover letters 
for submissions, reprint permissions, and professional news.  Editor Charles Guthrie’s 
correspondence discusses the challenge of increasing support for the Society and the 
Record, and includes some institutional history (Folder 10).   
Box 2 contains editorial correspondence with specific contributors and reviewers, 
many of whom are university faculty or other professionals in the field.  Folklorist 
Wayland Hand comments on methods of teaching folklore in the 1960s (Folder 10); a 
Russian writes from Leningrad about his love of American culture and folklore (Folder 
11); and other correspondence debates the economics of publishing the Record, 
including the solicitation of institutional memberships from universities (Folders 4, 15, 
26, 27).   
Box 3 contains mostly content and prospective content for the Record: articles, 
reviews, photographs and associated material, including mock-ups of some issues in 
typescript form.  Indexes in manuscript form for the Record and other Society 
publications are also included (Folders 14, 15).   
Box 4 contains invoices, orders and related documents regarding subscriptions 
to the Record and sales of other Society publications.  Subscribers were primarily 
institutional (public, school and university libraries) in the United States, Canada and 
such overseas locations as England, New Zealand, Norway and Germany. 
Box 5 contains additional records relating to subscriptions, including subscriber 
lists, invoices, and orders for other Society publications such as Kenneth and Mary 
Washington Clarke’s A Concise Dictionary of Folklore (Folder 2) and Gordon Wilson’s 
Folklore of the Mammoth Cave, Kentucky Region (Folder 3).  
 
 
SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 Kentucky Folklore Record   1964-1980 388 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory        1 item 
 
Folder 2 Correspondence – General   1964  5 items 
 
Folder 3 Correspondence – General   1965  19 items 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence – General   1966  31 items 
 
Folder 5 Correspondence – General   1966  24 items 
 
Folder 6 Correspondence – General   1967  42 items 
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Folder 7 Correspondence – General   1968  33 items 
 
Folder 8 Correspondence – General   1969  27 items 
 
Folder 9 Correspondence – General   1970-1971 32 items 
 
Folder 10 Correspondence – General    1972  30 items 
 
Folder 11 Correspondence re: Kentucky Folklore  1971-1973 16 items 
  Society meeting 
 
Folder 12 Correspondence – General    1973-1974 37 items 
 
Folder 13 Correspondence – General    1975  16 items 
 
Folder 14 Correspondence – General    1976  14 items 
 
Folder 15 Correspondence – General    1977  11 items 
 
Folder 16 Correspondence – General    1978  25 items 
 
Folder 17 Correspondence – General    1979-1980 14 items  
 
Folder 18 Kentucky Folklore Society meeting,  1971  11 items 
  April 16, 1971; Treasurer’s 1970-1971 report 
 
 
BOX 2 Kentucky Folklore Record   1964-1976 159 items 
 
Folder 1 Correspondence – Boswell, George W.   1965-1971 18 items 
 
Folder 2 Correspondence – Brunvard, Jan Harold 1965  2 items 
 
Folder 3 Correspondence – Creason, Joe   1968  1 item 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence – Doran, Adron   1966  1 item 
   
Folder 5 Correspondence – Emrich, Duncan  1969-1973 8 items  
 
Folder 6 Correspondence – Georges, Robert A.   1965  2 items 
 
Folder 7 Correspondence – Glassie, Henry  n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 8 Correspondence – Goldstein, Kenneth S. 1969  1 item 
 
Folder 9 Correspondence – Green, Archie   1964-1965 2 items 
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Folder 10  Correspondence – Hand, Wayland D.   1964-1967 2 items 
 
Folder 11 Correspondence – Ivanov, Igor   1967  4 items 
 
Folder 12  Correspondence – Jansen, William Hugh 1965-1974 10 items 
 
Folder 13 Correspondence – Jones, Michael Owen 1966-1971 3 items 
 
Folder 14 Correspondence – McCulloh, Judith  1965  3 items 
 
Folder 15 Correspondence – Martin, Robert R.   1966  1 item 
 
Folder 16 Correspondence – Montell, Dr. Lynwood  1965-1970 7 items 
 
Folder 17 Correspondence – Niles, John Jacob   1972-1974 2 items 
   
Folder 18 Correspondence – Draft letter to Governor 1969  1 item 
  Louie B. Nunn  
 
Folder 19 Correspondence – Nygard, Holger Olof  1965  1 item 
 
Folder 20 Correspondence – Ruess, Richard A.  1965-1973 7 items 
 
Folder 21 Correspondence – Richmond, W. Edson  1966  1 item 
 
Folder 22 Correspondence – Roberts, Leonard W.  1966-1971 5 items 
 
Folder 23 Correspondence – Simmons, Merle E.  1965-1974 7 items 
 
Folder 24 Correspondence – Stuart, Jesse   1965-1976 6 items 
 
Folder 25 Correspondence – Taylor, Archer   1965-1966 4 items 
 
Folder 26 Correspondence – Thompson, Kelly  1964-1966 6 items 
 
Folder 27 Correspondence – Thompson, Lawrence S. 1965-1974 23 items 
 
Folder 28 Correspondence – Wilgus, Donald K.  1964-1971 13 items 
 
Folder 29 Correspondence – Wilson, Gordon   1969  2 items 
 
Folder 30 Correspondence – Woodbridge, Hensley C. 1965-1971 15 items 
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BOX 3 Kentucky Folklore Record   1966-1978 129 items 
 
Folder 1 Poetry and song lyrics – Student papers  1966  10 items 
 
Folder 2 Manuscripts – Boswell, George W.  1968-1969 7 items 
 
Folder 3 Manuscripts submitted by George W.  n.d.  5 items 
  Boswell’s students 
 
Folder 4 Manuscripts – Articles & book reviews  1967-1972 13 items 
 
Folder 5 Kentucky Folklore Record, Vol. 19 No. 1, 1973-1974 19 items 
  Jan.-March 1973 – Correspondence and  
  related papers 
 
Folder 6 Kentucky Folklore Record, Vol. 22, No. 4, 1977  4 items 
  Oct.-Dec. 1976 – Typescript 
 
Folder 7 Kentucky Folklore Record, Vol. 23, No. 2, 1977  2 items 
  April-June 1977 – Typescript 
 
Folder 8 Kentucky Folklore Record, Vol. 23, Nos.  1977-1978 4 items 
  3 & 4, July-Sept., Oct.-Dec 1977 –  
  Typescript 
 
Folder 9 Kentucky Folklore Record, Vol. 24, No. 1, 1978  5 items 
  Jan.-March 1978 – Typescript  
 
Folder 10 Kentucky Folklore Record, Vol. 24, No. 2, 1978  1 item 
  Apr.-June 1978 – Typescript 
 
Folder 11 Kentucky Folklore Record, Vol. 24 Nos. 3 1978  5 items 
  & 4, July-Sept, Oct.-Dec. 1978 – Typescript  
 
Folder 12 Margaret Weeney, “Mrs. Shope”   n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 13 Books for review – Enclosures, notices, etc. 1971-1975 37 items 
 
Folder 14 Indexes to Bulletin of the Kentucky Folklore n.d.  8 items 
  Society, Kentucky Folklore and Poetry 
  Magazine, and Kentucky Folklore Record 
 
Folder 15 Twenty-year index to the Kentucky Folklore 1975  7 items 
  Record (1955-1975) 
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Folder 16 “Pearl Bryant” – Song ballad published in 1975  1 item 
  Vol. 21, No. 4 
 
 
BOX 4 Kentucky Folklore Record   1967-1975 300 items 
 
Folder 1 Subscriptions, orders    1967-1968 67 items 
 
Folder 2 Subscriptions, orders    1969-1970 77 items 
    
Folder 3 Subscriptions, orders    1972-1973 87 items 
 
Folder 4 Subscriptions      1973-1974 55 items 
 
Folder 5 Subscriptions      1975  14 items 
 
 
BOX 5 Kentucky Folklore Record   1964-1978 384 items 
 
Folder 1 Subscribers List; Miscellaneous news  1965-1966 11 items 
  releases and related documents 
 
Folder 2 Orders – Kenneth Clarke, Concise  1965-1969 21 items  
  Dictionary of Folklore 
 
Folder 3 Correspondence, orders & related   1968-1969 47 items 
  documents – Gordon Wilson, 
  Folklore of the Mammoth Cave Region 
 
Folder 4 Correspondence – Johnson Reprint   1964-1973 12 items 
  Corporation  
 
Folder 5 Correspondence & invoices – Mayfield  1970-1978 44 items 
  Printing Company, Mayfield, Kentucky 
 
Folder 6 Renewals, cancellations     1971-1972 76 items  
 
Folder 7 Renewals, cancellations     1972-1973 75 items 
 
Folder 8  Riddles from the Cumberland Valley   1973-1974 43 items 
  (Kentucky Folklore Series No. 5) – Orders 
 
Folder 9 Kentucky Folklore Series – Statements   1970-1975 28 items 
 
Folder 10 Expenses – Statements     1970-1974 24 items 
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Folder 11 Monies received 1972-74    1972-1974 3 items 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
MSS KENTUCKY Folklore Record            1964-1980 
501   
  Correspondence, manuscripts, and subscription  
and financial records relating to the content, editing,  
publication  and management of the Kentucky Folklore  
Record, a quarterly journal of the Kentucky Folklore Society. 
  5 boxes.  80 folders.  1,360 items.  Originals, 
photocopies. 
  1987.188.2    
 
 
SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Boswell, George W., 1919-1995 – Correspondence        B2,F1 
Brunvand, Jan Harold, b. 1933           B2,F2 
Clarke, Kenneth Wendell – Correspondence        B1,F3-9; B2,F1-10,12-16,18-29; B5,F3 
Clarke, Kenneth Wendell – Relating to      B5,F2 
Clarke, Mary Washington, 1913-1999 – Correspondence     B1,F3-9; B2,F16,20,24,25, 
 28,29 
Collins, Camilla A. – Correspondence       B1,F16,17 
Creason, Joe, 1919-1974 – Letter to        B2,F3 
Doran, Adron, 1909-2001 – Correspondence       B2,F4 
Emrich, Duncan, 1908-1977 – Correspondence       B2,F5 
Folklore 
Folklore of the Mammoth Cave Region – Relating to       B5,F3 
Folklorists 
Georges, Robert A.       B2,F6 
Glassie, Henry H., III, b. 1941       B2,F7 
Goldstein, Kenneth S., 1927-1995        B2,F8 
Green, Archie, 1917-2009      B2,F9 
Guthrie, Charles Snow, 1922-2000 – Correspondence     B1,F4,9-16; B2,F11-13,16,17, 
 23,24,27,28 
Hand, Wayland Debs, 1907-1986 – Correspondence     B2,F10; B5,F3 
Ivanov, Igor – Correspondence          B2,F11 
Jansen, William Hugh, 1914-1979 – Correspondence       B2,F12 
Jones, Michael Owen – Correspondence        B2,F13 
Kentucky Folklore Society – Relating to      B1,F10,11,18 
Martin, Robert R., 1911-1997        B2,F15 
McCulloh, Judith, 1935-2014        B2,F14 
Montell, William Lynwood, b. 1931 – Correspondence      B2,F16 
Niles, John Jacob, 1892-1980 – Letters to      B2,F17 
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Nunn, Louie Broady, 1924-2004 – Letter to      B2,F18 
Nygard, Holger Olof        B2,F19 
Reuss, Richard A., 1940-1986 – Correspondence       B2,F20 
Richmond, W. Edson, 1916-1994         B2,F21 
Roberts, Leonard W., 1912-1983 – Correspondence      B2,F22 
Shakers – South Union – Relating to      B2,F18 
Simmons, Merle E., 1918-2008          B2,F23 
Stuart, Jesse Hilton, 1907-1984 – Correspondence      B2,F24 
Stuart, Jesse Hilton, 1907-1984 – Relating to      B1,F4 
Taylor, Archer, 1890-1973        B2,F25 
Thompson, Edwin Kelly, 1909-1993 – Correspondence      B2,F26 
Thompson, Lawrence Sidney, 1916-1986 – Correspondence        B2,F27; B5,F3 
Wilgus, Donald Knight, 1918-1989 – Correspondence       B2,F28 
Wilson, Alexander Gordon, 1888-1970 - Correspondence      B2,F29; B5,F3 
Wilson, Alexander Gordon, 1888-1970 – Relating to      B2,F26-28; B5,F3 
Woodbridge, Hensley Charles, 1923-2001 – Correspondence      B2,F9,30 
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